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Britain Yearly Meeting
Children and Young People’s Work
Event & Activity Management Policy

Procedures & Guidance 21

This policy applies to all Britain Yearly Meeting centrally managed work with children and young people (see http://www.quaker.org.uk/event-and-activity-management)

Adult to Child Ratios
The centrally managed work with children and young people within Britain Yearly Meeting operates under the Churches’ Child Protection Advisory Service’s (CCPAS) child protection policy which includes guidance on Adult to Child Ratios for those aged 8 and under. 
In order to supervise children’s activities safely it is necessary to have sufficient adult leaders and helpers (aged 18+). The CCPAS guidance is to apply the following ratios:

 * Age under 2 ratio of 1:3

   
* Children aged 3 and over ratio of 1:8 
CCPAS give no guidance for those over 8. The NSPCC guidance for over 8s is as follows:
* Children aged 9-12 ratio of 1:8

* Children aged 13+ ratio of 1:10

These ratios must be applied assuming there are at least two adults present. 
A risk assessment should be carried out for activities and especially where it is: 

· outdoors

· high risk or dangerous

· when catering for people with disabilities or special needs

The results of the risk assessment may mean ratios need to be increased. The most important thing is to be specific in written guidance and expectations.
For guidance on risk assessments see Event and Activity Management Policy, Procedures and Guidance 6.
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