Meeting Houses Fund Committee

Terms of Reference
1. The Committee is appointed by and responsible to Quaker Finance & Property Central Committee. Its purpose is to recommend to QF&PCC the loans and grants to be made to Area Meetings in response to applications received under the terms governing the Funds as set out in QFP para 15.15.


2. The relevant part of para 15.15, which is primarily directed to new meeting houses is:

Funds are available in suitable cases for making loans or grants, or both, to Area Meetings to meet part of the cost of building new meeting houses; the purchase and adaptation of properties to make them suitable for use as meeting houses; major alterations to existing meeting houses and major repairs to historic meeting houses.


3. The funds, which have largely been created out of grants from the Edward Cadbury Gift and the Staines Bequest, form part of the Yearly Meeting Fund and are categorised as Designated Funds in its accounts. The operations are self financing in that the Loans Fund is applied in making interest free loans repayable over a period of four or five years while the interest earned on the undrawn balance of the loans fund, together with any donations received, is available for making grants.


4. The Committee normally comprises 7 members, of whom at least 2 are members of QF&PCC; other members will include Friends familiar with the practical aspects of property matters, one of whom will be a member of the Advisory Committee on Property. Service is for three years, normally restricted to one further term. The committee chooses its clerk out of its own members.


5. Meetings are held 3 times a year on dates which permit prompt recommendations to Finance Committee.


6. The Committee works on the basis of standard forms of application submitted by Area Meetings with confirmation of approval of the project by both Local and Area Meetings. The application will include details of the proposed work-with plans and drawings where available, and will state the estimated costs. Recent accounts of both Local and Area Meetings are requested together with a summary of the estimated resources to meet the costs.


7. The Application process will include guidance from the Committee on the level of assistance likely to be available. This guidance may change according to the need to balance the current level of demand with the available funds.
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